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Summary 

Part 1: NanoCode project 

Part  2: CodeMeter 

Part 3: MasterPlan 



AIRI/NanotecIT, Italy (Coordinator) 

The Innovation Society Ltd., Switzerland 

Institute of Nanotechnology, UK 

University of Stuttgart, Germany 

Commissariat à l’énergie Atomique, France 

Phantoms Foundation, Spain 

The Technology Centre of the Academy of Sciences, Czech Republic 

Centro Atomico Bariloche (CAB), Argentina 

The Department of Science and Technology, Republic of South Africa 

Technische Universiteit Delft, Netherlands 

Korea Institute of Science and Technology, Korea (ASSOCIATED MEMBER) 

NanoCode Project – Partners 



•  Meaning  (comprehensible to the public) 
 
•  Sustainability  (contribute to a sustainable 

 development) 
 
•  Precaution  (anticipate EHS&ELSA impact)  
 
•  Inclusiveness   (participation in decision-making  

 processes of all stakeholders) 
 
•  Excellence  (meet best scientific standards, of 

 integrity and best practice) 
 
•  Innovation  (encourage maximum creativity) 
 
•  Accountability  (researchers and research 

 organizations should remain 
 accountable of their research) 

The general principles driving the Code of Conduct 

NanoCode Project – Commission recommendation 



Online questionnaire  
 
 
Interviews/focus groups 
 
 
 
  

International 
Conference Brussels 
(29 sept) 
 
MasterPlan Final 
version  

Website 
 

National Workshops  
 
MasterPlan + CodeMeter 

Dissemination & Communication (WP4)   

Analysis (WP1) 

Assesment CoC, voluntary 
measures and practices 
 
Stakeholders identification 

 

Jan 
2010 

Nov  
2011 

Consultation (WP2)  MasterPlan  design (WP3)  

Nanocode Newsletter  
   

                Int. Conference, National Events    
                                                   

Jun Dec Sept Nov 

National Events 

Mar May Sept 

NanoCode Project – Time plan 



Civil Society

8%
Institutions

13%

Business

16%
Research

63%

Analysis 
The EC CoC not yet formally adopted/implemented in the Countries surveyed  

but compliance is being made a mandatory condition for government funding in 
The Netherlands 

 

Consultation  
• 304 Questionnaires (online)  

• 118 Interviews 
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NanoCode Project – Results 



NanoCode Project – Results 

•The Code is seen as an appropriate tool to implement these principles 
 
• Unambiguous agreement on the seven principles  

 
•Encourages dialogue among the stakeholders on important societal issues 
 
BUT 
 
•Some of the principles and guidelines are too general, often related to more than one principle 
 
•Ambiguity of the meaning of some principles put in question their acceptability 

 
•The Code interferes with national initiative/policies and it is perceived as another level of 
bureaucracy with  the purpose of controlling researchers’ work 

 
• Lack of clear benefits and incentives if adopted 

 
•Not adequate communication/endorsement at institutional level 



NanoCode Project – CodeMeter 

1. Questions  3. Hints How to 
Improve 

2. Results 

CodeMeter: self-assessment / monitoring tool  



Further 
information 
about key 
aspects of the 
CoC Guideline 

Wording of the 
CoC  Guideline 
 

Questions 

NanoCode Project – CodeMeter - Questions 



Click on a 
Principle to get a 
detailed 
evaluation and 
Hints How to 
Improve 

Spider Net 
visualisation of 
overall Principle 
scores.  
Comparing scores 
against all users or 
over time (planned) 

NanoCode Project – CodeMeter – Results Overview 



Select a Principle 
and an Aspect 

Suggestions how to 
improve compliance 
with the CoC and 
achieve better scores 

CoC Guideline text 
related to the 
selected Aspect 
and question asked 

NanoCode Project – CodeMeter – Hints to improve 



The MasterPlan is NanoCode’s deliberative 
output for the EC 

•Assessing experiences with existing voluntary 
measures and CoCs in each partner‘s countries. 

•Identifying N&N experts in Europe and beyond 
and exploring the level of awareness, 
dissemination and implementation of the EC 
CoC in each Partner country (including 
attitudes, the level of agreement or 
disagreement with the CoC principles and 
possible ideas about the CoC in a quantitative 
survey (304 responses)). 

•Conducting in-depth interviews to deepen 
some aspects emerging from the quantitative 
survey (118 participants). 

 

NanoCode Project – MasterPlan 

MasterPlan 



NanoCode Project – MasterPlan 

Stakeholder Awareness 
of the CoC 

From N&N Research to an 
„Innovation“ Code 

From a Framework of 
Behaviours to a Standard 

Embedding the CoC in the 
Governance context: 

incentives and disincentives 

Prototype of an 
Implementation Tool: 

CodeMeter 

Organising the Dissemination 
Process 

Support/Implementa
tion of the CoC 

Structure and 
Language of 

the CoC 

EU-

CoC 

Situation & recommendations 



Structure & 
language 

Improve format 
and structure, 
solve critical 

issues 

Adapt principles, 
review target 

groups 
(for innovation)

Full review of 
the Code 

(for emerging 
tech/science)

Incentives 
/disincentives

Label on EU-CoC 
compliance

Compliance as priority 
rule for public funding

Whitelist/
blacklist of Code 

applicants

Compliance as 
precondition  for public 

funding

Turn the code into a 
standard for quality 

control

Ensure commitment
on the Code 

(EU and MS level)

Define/coordinate 
responsabilities 

(EU and MS level)

Launch an 

EU-CoC platform

Define reference points  
for the Code at EU and 

MS level

Develop marketing 
materials and other 

communication tools

Awareness/

Dissemination

From a 
Framework of 

Behaviours to a 
Standard

Improve  
existing 

guidelines 

Define and 
include 

verifiable criteria

Develop 
assistance tools  
to support and 

monitor 
implementation

From N&N 
Research to an 
“Innovation” 

Code

N&N 

Research

Extend to 
innovation 

(all life cycle)

Extend to all 
emerging 

tech/science

Role/scope Contents Implementation

Different visions for different paths 
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NanoCode Project – MasterPlan 
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