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The formation of covalenly interlinked two-dimensional structures on surfaces is highly desirable 
because they feature higher thermal stability and roboustness than their self-assembled analogues.

[1] 

These structures can be equipped with functionalities to provide technologically interesting properties 
like specific electronic conductivity 

[2] 
or high third-order optical nonlinearities.

[3] 
This benefit future 

applications in nanodevices. 

Scanning tunneling microscopy (STM) can be used to study the outcome of chemical reactions which 
occure on single-crystal metal supports with submolecular resolution. Only a few reactions have been 
observed by STM on metal surfaces, mainly in closed-packed arrangements.

[4]
  

The tetra (di-tertiary butyl-phenyl) porphyrin module has been functionalized with electron rich alkyne 
substituents as functional groups and has been deposited onto atomically clean Au(111) substrates. In 
detailed STM studies the self organization of these molecules in different 2D phases and structures has 
been observed to be of characteristic difference from previously observed cases for molecules with 
other porphyrin based bi-functional architectures. This phenomenon emerges from the complex 
interplay between the electrophylic and nucleophilic substituents with conformational adaptation.  In 
combination with X-ray photoelectron spectroscopy (XPS) studies, the applicability of a formal [2+2] 
cycloaddition between electron rich alkynes and electron-deficient TCNQ on an atomically clean 
Au(111) surface was demonstrated. At low coverage, monomeric and self assembled dimeric species of 
the initial compounds as well as of the reaction product, a TCNQ-conjugated porphyrin, could be 
visualized. 

[5] 
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Reaction of Acetylene-Appended Porphyrin molecules with TCNQ on Au(111). The STM zoom 
depicts the starting material on the left and the reaction product on the right.  
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